
Throughout my life, my mother Mary Rose, has had a devotion to Mary.  You know her prayers 

are really serious when she says she will wear her green rosary around her neck when she is 

cleaning or cooking so she can remember to pray non-stop.  Yet for many years, as much as I 

appreciated her devotion I didn’t share it.  

In  Advent of the year 2000 I had wonderings that there were things in life that I needed to learn 

- I didn’t know what they were, yet I knew I wouldn’t learn them working at the Basilica or in 

my life as it was.  Maybe I should go to Guatemala?  Yet as often happens I didn’t pay attention 

and just went on with life as usual. 

Then just a few months later Michael O’Connell invited me to work at Church of the 

Ascension.  My litany went something like this: 

-I don’t really think I have anything to offer that they need 

-I don’t really know how to get home from North Minneapolis 

-I love the Visitation Sisters - I don't know why they think this is a good idea? 

I said no, and at the invitation of a wise person, stayed open to the yes 

Then God, being God, hunted me down and revealed that Church of the Ascension in North 

Minneapolis is exactly where I needed to be and still need to be.  So I went on a journey, like 

Mary and Elizabeth, and said OK God let’s go, and I figured out the first day how to get home.  

In these past 20 years the mystery of the Visitation between Mary and Elizabeth has been 

revealed to me in this sacred place.  Each of you, and countless other parishioners, scholars, 

families, donors and friends have been both Mary and Elizabeth for me. 

Through you my soul has learned: To be grateful and proclaim the greatness of the Lord 

Through you my soul has learned: To be humble and merciful in my own lowliness 

Through you my soul has learned a new answer to the question: How are you today? For decades 

I answered I’m fine thank you. Now I answer I am blessed - thank you. 

Thank you Mom and Dad and my family for teaching me about faith, thank you Visitation 

Sisters, including our beloved Srs. Mary Margaret and Mary Virginia who have gone home to 

God, for teaching me how to live Mary and Elizabeth by Living Jesus, thank you Fr. Dale and 

Michael for supporting my ministry and inviting my gifts, thank you to my family and friends 

who have supported my ministry in a place I didn’t know how to get home from, and thank you 

to my colleagues and each of you for journeying with me….God is good all the time and all the 

time God is good.   

  




