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A Message From Fr. Dale

Last month, Ascension welcomed Fr. Mattia Ferrari, coordinator of the World Meeting of Popular Movements, and
two other members of the Vatican-supported delegation traveling throughout the United States. This effort, initiated
by Pope Francis in 2014, brings together faith-based grassroots organizations working for justice for marginalized
communities.

The delegation came to listen. And for over two hours, immigrant members of our parish spoke about their
experiences during Operation Metro Surge: families afraid to leave their homes, children pulled from school, medical
appointments postponed, parents wondering whether a spouse who left for work would return. Even a knock at the
door, once an ordinary sound, became a source of fear: a signal to head to the basement.

We also heard from parishioners who delivered groceries, household necessities, and medicine, drove people to
medical appointments, accompanied families, organized networks of communication and simply called to ask,
“How are you doing?” People who had never met one another found ways to protect and care for one another. One
volunteer said that being allowed to help was a gift: “It drew us into relationship.”

Fr. Mattia observed that what we were describing was what Pope Francis identified as a “mystical movement”: an
effort that did not spring out of “ideology,” but out of the heart. It was the work of the Spirit motivating people to acts
of love and justice because our brothers and sisters, and therefore our common body—we ourselves—were being
hurt.

For those of us present that evening, it was profound and moving, a very important meeting. It became clear that
the trauma experienced during Operation Metro Surge has not diminished. It affects the daily life and movement of
our parishioners as they walk through every aspect of
their lives with their security shattered. Our Ascension
pastoral team was listening—and will continue to
listen. We will continue to discern how this trauma
shapes our common life and ministry going forward,
more attentive than ever to where the mystical
movement of the Spirit is guiding us.

Un mensaje del padre Dale:

El mes pasado, Ascension dio la bienvenida al padre
Mattia Ferrari, coordinador del Encuentro Mundial
de Movimientos Populares, y a otros dos miembros
de la delegacidn respaldada por el Vaticano que
esta recorriendo Estados Unidos. Esta iniciativa, puesta en marcha por el papa Francisco en 2014, retine a
organizaciones de base de inspiracion religiosa que trabajan por la justicia para las comunidades marginadas.

La delegacion vino a escuchar. Y durante mas de dos horas, los miembros inmigrantes de nuestra parroquia
hablaron de sus experiencias durante la «Operacidn Metro Surge»: familias con miedo a salir de casa, nifios
sacados del colegio, citas médicas pospuestas, padres preguntandose si su conyuge, que se habia ido a trabajar,
volveria. Incluso un golpe en la puerta, que antes era un sonido habitual, se convirtié en motivo de temor: una sefal
para bajar al sétano.

También escuchamos a feligreses que repartian alimentos, articulos de primera necesidad y medicamentos,
llevaban a la gente a las citas médicas, acompafiaban a las familias, organizaban redes de comunicaciony,
sencillamente, llamaban para preguntar: «;Como estas?». Personas que nunca se habian conocido encontraron
formas de protegerse y cuidarse unas a otras. Un voluntario dijo que poder ayudar era un regalo: «<Nos uni6».

El padre Mattia sefialé que lo que estdbamos describiendo era lo que el papa Francisco habia identificado como un
«movimiento mistico»: un esfuerzo que no surgia de la «ideologia», sino del corazén. Era la obra del Espiritu que
motivaba a las personas a realizar actos de amor y justicia porque nuestros hermanos y hermanas —y, por tanto,
nuestro cuerpo comun, es decir, nosotros mismos— estaban sufriendo.

Para quienes estabamos presentes aquella noche, fue un encuentro profundo y conmovedor, muy importante.
Quedd claro que el trauma vivido durante la Operaciéon Metro Surge no ha disminuido. Afecta a la vida cotidiana 'y
a los movimientos de nuestros feligreses, que afrontan cada aspecto de sus vidas con su seguridad destrozada.
Nuestro equipo pastoral de Ascensién estaba escuchando —y seguird escuchando—. Seguiremos discerniendo
cémo este trauma da forma a nuestra vida en comun y a nuestro ministerio de cara al futuro, mas atentos que

nunca a hacia dénde nos guia el movimiento mistico del Espiritu.
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SCHOLARS Help our teachers!

We created an Amazon Wish List filled with school supplies to help our
scholars and teachers start the school year off strong! If you are able,
please consider purchasing an item from the list to help

Golf Tournament
5:30 10 9:00 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 13

Topgolf provide our classrooms with the resources they need for E N
6420 Camden Ave. N a successful year. Click this link: https://www.amazon.

Brooklyn Center, MN 55430

com/hz/wishlist/Is/TM4THTRCDUTQP?ref =wl_share
hz/wishlist/Is/1TM41THTRCDUTQP?ref =wl_share

Two prayer options to celebrate St. Phoebe on

Join Us for an Exciting Thursday, September 3.
Event: Swing for For early risers: International Prayer Service at 7:00 a.m. Zoom in to
Scholars! celebrate the diaconal vocation of women, pray for a Church that walks

: together in mission and ask the Holy Spirit to contlnue to open pathways

Please join us for our fourth annual of peace, participation and co-responsibility.

Swing for Scholars tournament and
dinner!

* Discover how Ascension Catholic
Academy schools are transforming
lives.

+ Connect with other supporters
and alumni from Ascension,
Immaculate Conception, St. Peter
Claver and St. Pascal Regional
Catholic Schools.

Tickets are $100.

In the evening: St. Phoebe Day Celebration,

7:00 p.m. Zoom into an evening of prayer,
inspiration and celebration as we reflect on
enduring partnerships in mission that embody co-
responsibility in the Catholic Church past, present |
and into the future! é

RSVP at www.discerningdeacons.org/events

Sacramental Preparation
Registration for Faith Formation
runs thru September 13 after Masses. g

Next grocery distribution is
Sunday, August 30.

Please bring milk and dairy products to share
.. with those in need.

Preparacmn sacramental
La inscripcion para la formacién en
la fe estara abierta hasta el 13 de
septiembre, después de las misas.

La préxima distribucion de
alimentos tendra lugar el

domingo 30 de agosto.
Por favor triagan leche y productos lacteos
para compartir con los necesitados.

Grupo de Danza México en el Q¢ ASCENSION
Corazon! ’)(\ CATHOLIC ACADEMY

We are hiring! Join our

.~ Tdpued te d tro G deD e o
U puedes ser parte de nuestro Grupo de Danza i n

Folklérica. Estaremos practicando todos los
Séabados a las 10:00 a.m. en el gimnasio de .
la escuela. Queremos formar un grupo de  Several career opportunities:
i‘ danza. Informes con Karla Menoza al teléfono,
(612)598-1716.

Early Childhood Learning Center
(ECLC) teachers, Ascension
Catholic School, St. Pascal
Regional and Immaculate
Conception Catholic School

Alabado sea eI Santisimo
Sacramento

Grupo de Adoracién Nocturna Mexicana de La
Iglesia de la Ascensidn.

Los invita a participar de su Vigilia, cada 3er
Sdabado del mes en la Iglesia de Saint Hedwig
(129 29th Ave. NE. Minneapolis).

Para mas informacion, favor de contactar a
Mauricio Navarro al (763)203-2632.

K-8 Teachers, Ascension
Catholic School and Immaculate
Conception Catholic School

For additional information on
any of these jobs, visit aca.

schoolspring.com
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